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| worked for the government teaching soldiers for 20 years and over that
period of time | learned exactly how to book the cheapest flights.

| was traveling almost every month. | wondered if there was a way to
drive down the cost of travel. And then, | could put more money in my
pocket. As | began studying, | found out that travel is an 8.8 trillion dollar a
year industry.

The Starting of a Side Hustle

| didn't want to be a travel agent as | understood there wasn't a lot of
opportunity for profit. Rather, | decided to add it as a side hustle. My goal
was to help folks travel for less, so they can travel more. When | looked at
the travel industry, | saw that many people didn't travel because they
thought that the flights were too expensive. | am here to shout it from the
rooftops that airfare doesn't have to be so expensive — in fact, booking
the cheapest flights isn’t so hard once you get the hang of it!

Have you ever seen flights advertised and thought to yourself “I bet you fly
in cargo”? Flights like to Rome for under $S300, Bali for under $500,
Norway way for $377 or Iceland for $150???? These are some of the
cheapest flights I've personally booked for myself and my friends. Today, |
am going to show you how you too can book the cheapest flights!

There are 5 principles that | use to travel at rates you wouldn't believe and
we call them travel hacks. There are more than 5 but these are the ones
that | believe save the most money with the least amount of effort.
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Flight Aggregators

Did you know that 90% of online booking engines are owned by two
companies? You probably knew it but have never really put it together.
Priceline and Expedia. Stop wasting your time searching and searching.
The margins are non-existent. However, we can find fares from 20 up to
60 percent off the regular fare. We are looking for fares at special
discounted rates that are only attainable by knowing where to look. Start
with Google flights and then move to a Flight aggregator such as mine at
Tactical Traveler which is roughly 20% lower than Google Flights.
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Be Flexible to Be Able to Find the Cheapest Flights

There is no substitute for flexibility. You can still score great deals
when traveling without flexibility but flexibility is king! The ability
to fly a day early or return a day early is often the difference in
hundreds of dollars off your airfare.
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Flight Hack #3:

One of my favorite vacations was when | took my kids to Mt.
Rushmore. | did some reading | read about the cost, the lines, the
crowds, everything and found out that Mt. Rushmore is extremely
busy (read expensive) on Memorial Day weekend through the rest
of Summer. So | made my plans for the week prior. It was
amazing. There was no one there, hotels were inexpensive, there
were no lines, and best of all the kids loved it without breaking the
bank.

Traveling during the non-peak season is one of the most
underrated hacks. This one hack can legitimately make a $1000
difference on your budget and works with airfare as well. Always
check locations you want to visit and ensure that your timeframe
is during that locations non-peak season or look at another time
to visit this way you can travel more often.
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Flight Hack #4:

My favorite hack specific to airfare is what | call across the pond
hack. This technique is pretty simple. When flying across the
ocean to Europe, Asia, Africa, or South America you will often if
not always have a stop at a major airport such as ORD, NYC, MIA,
|IAH, SFO or LAX. If I'm helping someone with traveling overseas |
will first look at Round Trip prices to see what the average on
tickets is. Then | will check a round trip to the city where the
layover is and another round trip ticket to the final destination.

The price difference is often significant and it is always worth the
extra time to me. For example, if you wanted to fly to let's say
Finland from St. Louis your layover most likely will be Chicago or
New York. Check the price of a round trip to either ORD or NYC
than the price of a second round trip to Finland. One thing to bring
attention to is checked baggage. If you are traveling with checked
baggage make sure your layover between the two round trips
gives you enough time to claim your baggage and check back
into your new flights on both sides of your trip
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Flight Hack #5:

Credit Card hacking takes time, skill, and most importantly
discipline. However, it can yield you 3-6 international flights a year
for little to no money out of pocket.

There are plenty of guys out there who will show you the way so |
won't write extensively about it here, but I'll share the big idea of
this hack. You will get an Amex Platinum or Chase Sapphire
Preferred and put all your monthly fixed expenses on the card and
pay it off every single month (NO EXCUSES).

This will accrue points that can be converted to airline or hotel
points. They often come with huge signup bonuses as well. If this
is something you are interested in making sure you understand
the Chase Gauntlet before starting. Sounds like a lot of work
right? | know, in the beginning, | felt like it was as well. But after
100 vacations around the world in the last few years, it has been
worth it to me! Maybe you are like many people and simply don't
have time or bandwidth to learn a skill like this. Let me help you
book the cheapest flights. You can reach out to me at
info@tacticaltravelerclub.com
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